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genders, even as it unmakes and destroys the
first/3 The simple peasants are worthy folks; so
too are the philosophers, strong and perspicacious
spirits, enriched with an ample instruction in the
profitable sciences. In the middle region between
the two, and in understandings of average
capacity, instructed but not fully instructed (and
Montaigne would place himself among these)
arise all the errors of vain opinions. The hasty
half-views of truth, which such persons attain,
induce them to quit the old paths in which their
fathers walked; they are the illuminated, the men
of the Aufklarung, the revolutionary doctrinaires,
dangerous, inept, importunate; sitters between
two stools, who sooner or later come to the
gfdund; mongrels, who have scorned the abe-
cedarian ignorance and have not the faculty to
ascend to the doctoral. From among great sotils,
more composed, more clear-sighted, come the
great believers, " who by a long and religious in-
vestigation, penetrate a more profound and ab-
struse light in the Scriptures, and are Sensible of
the mysterious and divine secret of our ecclesias-
tical polity."

Montaigne's admiration of those full and com-
plete souls, which ascertain the bdunds of human
capacity and then proceed to work out all that
is best within the appointed bounds, is genuine
and ardent. But the average human creature,-ved them or ascertained that they are in-ntaigneis vast fabric who has the capacity
